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ONE YEAR  

  OF PROGRESS 

        IN

  

 

On Feb 1st, 2011 the AmiBio team celebrates the first anniversary of 

the project. In such moments, besides the excitement and the joy of 

the celebration, it is also time for recapitulation of the main achieve-

ments and time for making plans for the next period. 

Today, looking back at the long list of activities and the main events 

during this past year, we are proud to report continuous and steady 

progress, which allows a booming start of the second year of the 

AmiBio project. Our pride and confidence is supported by the 

achievements of the project team, which went beyond what was ini-

tially planned in the contract, achievements that have the potential to 

make a real contribution for the preservation of biodiversity at Hy-

mettus Mountain in the decades to come.       

Specifically, during the first year of the AmiBio project three prepara-

tory actions were completed successfully. These included activities 

devoted to: 

 The elaboration of detailed AmiBio project management plan 

(Action A.1).  

 The preparation of a baseline for a future conservation action plan 

for Hymettus (Action A.2). (The interested reader may refer to the 

October issue of the AmiBio Newsletter for a succinct summary.) 

 The user requirement analysis and the specifications of technology 

design aspects (Action A.3), which  placed the ground for the tech-

nology development  actions (Action A.4-A.8), started at the begin-

ning of the second year of the project.  

The aforementioned three achievements contributed to three parallel 

dimensions of the project implementation. The project management 

plan precised the administrative planning of work for the entire dura-

tion of AmiBio and placed the ground for successful coordination of 

the project activities. In parallel, the work on a baseline proposal for 

a future conservation plan offered the AmiBio vision about future 

conservation of biodiversity at Hymettus area. Next, the activities 

correlating with the user requirement analysis and the specifications 

of the technology design aspects investigated in-depth the expected 

functional requirements to the AmiBio technology and prioritized the 

implementation of this technology in terms of mandatory, optional 

and desired functionality. The on-going Action A.4 has the goal to 

transform these user requirements to a blueprint for the technology to 

be developed within the second year of the AmiBio project. 

To this end, after the first year of the project, the AmiBio team has in 

disposition well over 1000 hours of own wide-band two-channel audio 

recordings (over 1 TB of data), collected from different locations in the 

Hymettus area. 

by Todor Ganchev, Tsenka Stoyanova, Ilyas Potamitis, Olaf Jahn 

Project progress 
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Project progress 

THREATENING FACTORS IN THE REGION OF 

HYMETTUS 

Photographs on page 2-left and page 3-right 

were taken by the ZFMK  team members dur-

ing the first year of project implementation 

 

The next field data recording campaign is planned for the beginning 

of February 5-10, 2011, and more data recording campaigns are 

planned for the spring of 2011.  This continuous activity allows for a 

dynamic account of the species breeding at Hymettus and for a com-

prehensive enumeration of the migratory species visiting this area. 

 

Except the abovementioned preparatory Actions A.1-A.4, other seven 

project actions are on-going since the first year of AmiBio project. 

These are related to dissemination of the project results, project man-

agement activities and communication with related projects and the 

scientific community. 

 

The major dissemination achievements in the first year of the project 

are communication and publicity materials: 

 the AmiBio web-site http://www.amibio-project.eu/,  

 the biodiversity ScratchPad http://bioacoustics.myspecies.info/,  

 the AmiBio brochure in Greek and English (more than 500 cop-

ies), 

 two on-site panels deployed at the Hymettus Mountain,  

 the quarterly AmiBio newsletter (3 issues: July, 2010; October 

2010; January 2011, i.e. the current issue). 

 

More than 500 copies of the AmiBio brochure were distributed to the 

general public and more than 300 copies of the July 2010 issue of the 

AmiBio newsletter were shared among professionals working in re-

lated areas of science and with the general public.  

 

Furthermore, in the first year of the project the AmiBio team estab-

lished communication with other teams working in the area of biodi-

versity monitoring and communicated with various related projects. 

During the AmiBio workshop in Athens (held on November 26, 2010), 

we were pleased to welcome Mr. Paul Grant from the Department of 

Conservation Ecology & Entomology of the Stellenbosch University, 

South Africa. The work presented during this workshop helped for 

achieving a better understanding about the activities of the two teams 

but also for charting the directions for a future collaboration between 

the AmiBio team and the Department of Conservation Ecology & 

Entomology at the Stellenbosch University.  

 

At present, eleven AmiBio actions are on-going and four of them 

(namely Actions A.4-A.7) are directly contributing for the AmiBio 

technology development. By the end of February 2011 the AmiBio 

project will reach the important milestone “Blueprint of the autono-

mous surveillance framework ready”. The other two milestones for 

year 2011, which will be reached by June 30 “Hardware prototype 

ready” and by November 30 “Software ready”, will provide the 

ground for successful integration and deployment of the AmiBio tech-

nology within year 2012.  

 

In conclusion, in the first year the AmiBio project demonstrated ex-

cellence and the project achievements make us quite optimistic about 

the opportunities for preservation of the biodiversity of species and 

the beauty of Hymettus Mountain for the future generations. 
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In focus 

PRESS-CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 7TH, 2011, ATHENS 

Nikos Chardalias, the president of SPAY, mainly referred to the challenges faced by the association when 

trying to protect the mountain. He also pointed out the strong interest of all participants for National and Euro-

pean projects attempting to address protection of biodiversity in the region of Hymettus. 

Prof. Nikos Fakotakis mentioned the major targets of the project and the scientific progress to this end. Sev-

eral recording devices are already placed in the mountain and recording sound activity has already pro-

gressed. 

Dr. Olaf Jahn reported recent project progress and current status of the fauna in Hymettus, while Vasiliki 

Dimitriou made reference to the flora and fauna of Hymettus and the contribution of SPAY towards achieving  

the project's objectives. 

Addressing press questions, the President of SPAY  pointed out diachronic problems  that SPAY and Greek 

Government are facing when trying to protect the environment. He noted that after the favorable decision by 

the Council of State  to ban the completion of the buildings at camp Saketa and the establishment of the For-

estry Department of Hymettus, the next issue on which SPAY is fighting is the designation Hymettus as a Na-

tional Park of absolute protection. 

Targeting to inform both, the public at large  

and the Greek government, and taking the 

opportunity of 1st year successful imple-

mentation of the AmiBio project, a press 

conference was held on February the 7th 

2011 at SPAY premises in Athens, 

Greece. 

The main speakers at the event were the 

president of SPAY Nikos Chardalias, the 

project coordinator Prof. Nikos Fakotakis, 

the scientific coordinator of the project Dr. 

Olaf Jahn (ZFMK) and Vasiliki Dimitriou, 

SPAY forest engineer. 

Prof. Nikos Fakotakis stated that it is 

the first time a project is implementing 

acoustic monitoring of the fauna in 

Greece and the feedback  from the 

European commission is giving credits 

to all partners. 

Finally, Prof. Fakotakis said that Univer-

sity of Patras is eager to collaborate 

with SPAY in the development and im-

plementation of other projects targeting 

the protection of Hymettus and the en-

vironment in general.  

Up: from left to right — Mrs. Vasiliki Dimitriou, SPAY President Nikos Chardalias, Prof. Nikos Fakotakis, Dr. Olaf Jahn. 

Bottom: Prof. Nikos Fakotakis giving his talk 


